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Those who listened to him must be prepared to change
all their prospects, and to adopt a new mode of life. The
new mode of life was indeed not necessarily a hard one.
Christ-did not impose ascetic exercises upon his followers.
He was an indulgent master, and for a considerable time
those who enrolled themselves in the new Theocracy had
no reason to dread any serious persecution from Jew or
Eoman. But he forewarned them that times would change
in this respect, and in the meanwhile the devotion of a
life to a new discipline, even though not a severe one, de-
mands at least a certain power of self-devotion which many
do not possess; and Christ's discipline was in fact harder
to human nature than it seemed, for it demanded a cer-
tain moral originality and strouuousncss of self-regenera-
tion which men find in the long run more burdensome
than the severest physical endurances and austerities.
Clearly, therefore, Christ's Call imposed upon men the
necessity of making a groat resolution, of sacrificing a
good deal. On the other hand, what did it offer? What
equivalent could be expected by those who made the
sacrifice ? Perhaps those who gathered early about the
Messiah might expect places and dignities in his kingdom,
to sit on thrones judging the tribes of Israel This was
undoubtedly the current belief., and it may have led many
to attach themselves to Christ from motives purely mer-
cenary. But in a little time such adventurers must have
remarked that in Christ's language which would strike
them with a sudden chill. They must have felt their
hopes gliding away beneath their feet as they listened
The sacrifices they had made were unquestionable; many
had left their homes and adopted a wandering life with
their Master; they had joined a suspected sect, they were